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 My Platform 
 
I agree with the Oversight 
Committee letter that says 
chief and council cannot be 
their own employer. I believe 

the Oversight Committee 
should be asked to draft 
appropriate policies for all of 
SNG to decide, not just chief 
and council. 
 
I believe the SNG structure 
must be revised to ensure it 

works as a body, with built-in 
checks and balances, and that 
the role of chief and council 
and elders council on SNG 
should be reviewed. 
 
Chief and council’s main 
responsibility under the Indian 
Act is for members on reserve, 
but we must provide 
opportunities for all of our 
people, so we can all be 
healthy members of the 
Samahquam family. 
 
I believe that after ensuring 
proper administration, the 

chief and council’s next priority 
must be wealth creation.  
 
We must provide for ourselves 
and attract more people home. 
 
So, in order of priority: 
proper administration; 
wealth creation; and then 
treaty. 

Ensas Eppa. I am Eppa, a name my grandfather Gerard Peters shares with me. My grandmother 

is outgoing councillor and former chief Brenda Lester. My mother is Tammy Peters and my 

father was the late Clifford Wallace Jr. of Lil’wat.  

(This attention getting photo shows me flanked by my brother Gerard Dustin and my grandfather 
Gerard Alexander on my birthday last March.) 

Introduction 
Patrick Owen Wallace  

CANDIDATE FOR COUNCILLOR FOR 

SAMAHQUAM 

I remember cutting and hauling wood with 

my grandfather as a pre-teen, driving our 

one-ton truck. 

 

I value contributing to our community, 

especially helping with the upkeep of the 

Samahquam graveyard. This past year I 

was involved in rebuilding our graveyard 

fences. 

 

As for employment, I ran heavy 

equipment in Whistler preparing for the 

2010 Olympics. 

 

Then I traveled to Alberta oilfields and 

then operated a backhoe for the mining 

operation at Tuwasus Creek. 

 

I worked maintenance in Whistler-

Blackcomb before taking my present job 

at the Ts’zil Learning Center. 

 

My experience has taught me that you 

can accomplish  anything you set your 

mind to, with determination and hard 

work.  

 

I think it’s time for us to take a fresh 

and positive approach in Samahquam 

politics. 

 

I look forward to being part of a fresh, 

forward looking Samahquam leadership.  

I am honored and humbled to take my first run 

for a seat on the Samahquam council. My 

decision to run was made because of how I 

was raised. A commitment to serve was instilled 

in me by my family and my large extended 

family taught me to be a productive member of 

the community. This election is particularly 

important to me because I sense a real danger 

of division within Samahquam. I think it’s time 

for a new generation with a more positive 

attitude, to take responsibility for Samahquam’s 

future. 

 

I was raised in Sachteen in Samahquam 

territory from the time I was a toddler, until I 

graduated high school. I’ve camped on In-

SHUCK-ch mountain, the upper Rogers, and 

Snowcap. 

 

My earliest schooling was at Head of the Lakes 

in Skatin where my grandmother was chair of 

the school board. And I remember the long 

trips from my time at Signal Hill Elementary, 

until graduating from Pemberton Secondary 

when my grandmother drove me to school and 

back every day. 

 

l alternate now between my home at Sachteen 

and Lil’wat where I work in maintenance for the 

Ts’zil Learning Center and intend to continue 

my employment there, if elected as I believe 

that being chief or councillor should not be 

because of a paycheque. 

 

Like most of my generation I regret that I don’t 

speak our language, but it’s something I hope 

to overcome in time. Like everything else, it will 

take a commitment of time and effort. 

 



 

 


